Socialist Party Only Influence Working for the Great 



By MEYER LONDON 
Socialist Congressman. 

THERE IS evidently a complete realign- 
ment of political parties in the United 
States. 

The Democrats have absorbed enough of 
the Republican platform to practically 



eliminate the distinction which existed be- 
tween the two old parties. The entire politi- 
cal map is being re-made. 

In this condition of political ferment and 
uncertainty there is only one political force 
the direction of which is certain, the purport 
of which is clear, the mission of which is 
definite, and the language of which is 
unequivocal, and that force is the Social- 



ist movement. 
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ing several members to the State Legis- 
lature. 

I succeeded in defeating a combination of 
the two old political machines. While there 
was nominally a Republican candidate for 
Congress, the political machines of both old 
parties co-operated on election day. 

We must perfect our organization. We 



of the People 

must coordinate our efforts. In this critical 
moment in the world's history, we shall be 
the only influence that will work for the 
great masses of the people, holding the 
whip-hand over the old political parties. 

In view of the constant danger of inter- 
national complications, we shall be the most 
potent factor for international peace. 
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Victories! 







For the first time in the history of the nation a Socialist congressman has keen re-elected. Meyer London has been sent back to Washington for two years 
more by the twelfth New York district to speak for labor in the national capitol. 

For the second time a Socialist has been elected mayor of a large city against the combined opposition of all the old parties. Thomas H. Van Lear has 
been chosen chief executive of Minneapolis, Minn., the metropolis of the northwest. 

These are two big victories won at last Tuesday's election in the face of ail the handicaps imposed by a presidential contest, in which every possible effort 
wa.3 exerted to center attention on one or the 



other of the old political parties. 

The total vote in the twelfth New York 

district gives London, Socialist, 6,102 ; Sanders, democratic, 5,759, 
and Block, republican, 970. London's plurality is 343. 

With the returns from six precincts still missing the vote 
in the Minneapolis mayoralty contest was as follows: Van Lear, 
Socialist, 34,369 ; Otto S. Langum, anti-Socialist, 29,807 ; Van 
Lear's majority, 4,562. 

In the Twentieth New York district, where Morris Hillquit 
was our candidate, the result was as follows: Siejrel, republican, 
4,347 ; Rosenblatt, democrat, 3.950 ; Hillquit, Socialist, 4,239, thus 
giving a bare plurality of 108 to Siegel, the sitting republican 
congressman. 

"If, after an examination of all the facts in the case, and 
of all our watchers, we know that in a few places fraud without 
doubt occurred, it may be advisable to start a recount", declares 
Hillquit. 

May Get Two Congressmen. 

The chance that Hillquit may be declared elected gives us 
a chance for a second congressman. No other Socialist candidate 
came so near to victory. 

Everything considered the Milwaukee Socialists waged a 
br^iant struggle to elect Victor L. Berger and Winfield R. Gay- 
lordpTn the fdurtfh district the resulc was as follows: Gary, 
republican, 11,077 ; Gaylord, Socialist, 10.615, and Szcerbinski, 
democrat, 10,252. The vote in the fifth district was as follows: 
Stafford, republican, 18,917; Berger, Socialist, 15,363, more than 
double the vote for Browne, democrat, who received 7,218. Ber- 
ger's vote was increased by 4,000 over two years ago. 

BIG VOTE INCREASE IN MILWAUKEE. 
The Socialist vote in Milwaukee county, Wis., for local officials and con- 
gressional candidates showed a heavy increase in every ward, showing that 
the Socialist party is stronger than, ever before. Only the extraordinary 
vote that was brought out for the other parties secured them the victory. 

The tables which follow give the vote of all three parties for county 
candidates in 1914 and 1916: 

1914 1916 

Dem. Rep. Soc. Dem. Rep. Soc. 

County Clerk 19,918 19,526 19,891 24,020 26,839 25,198 

County Treasurer .16,435 23,858 19,333 19,474 28,545 24,894 

Sheriff 20,823 17,033 23,644 15,054 33,096 27,916 

Coroner 14,288 25,325 19,860 16,545 32,450 24.889 

Clerk of Courts . ..15,586 24,016 19,708 15,931 32,616 23,90; 
District Attorney .12,648 22,348 26,300 1?,917 26,772 35,841 
Rigister of Deeds. 15,210 24,411 20,223 18,163 30,306 27,068 
In an editorial headed "An Index of Strength", The Milwaukee Leader 
comments on the increased vote in the Berger and Gaylord congressional 
districts as follows: 

"The marked growth in the socialist strength in Milwaukee 
is shown in the vote for congressional candidates. Mr. Berger, 
in the Fifth district, received nearly 16,000 votes — a vote which 
is 4,135 larger than he received two years ago and a larger vote 
than Stafford received in the previous election. 

"Mr. Berger undoubtedly would have been elected if it had 
not been for the racial politics cultivated by The Free Press and 
The Germania-Herold, which urged German voters in the 
strongest German district in the United States to vote for Stafford 
to 'reward' him for what he had done for 'our cause'. Yet in spite 
of the fact, that every old man and cripple was brought to the 
polls to vote the Republican ticket, Mr. Berger received the largest 
vote ever cast for a Socialist candidate for congress." 

The exact returns have not been received from Terre Haute, 
Ind., for the Debs' district. Maynard Shipley, campaign manager, 
wires as follows: 

Demand Recount In Debs' District. 

"We are demanding a recount of the Debs' vote. Even the 
republicans and democrats admit that hundreds of votes were 
not counted; Everyone is amazed. Returns from the district as a 
whole are not yet available. 'Gene is not disappointed at not being 
elected. I am. So are thousands. I sincerely expected to see him 
sent to congress. He was defeated by crooked voting machines. 
Also by some yet more crooked politicians in charge thereof. 

"But the splendid educational work done thruout the six Mg 
counties can never be undone. The Fifth District of Indiana vas 
transformed by this campaign. The forward change effectec* was 
worth all it cost to any of us". 

Democrats Get Oklahoma. 

Our greatest reversal seems to have taken place in Okla- 
homa, which swung into the democratic column by 30,000. S tate 
Secretary H. M. Sinclair, before the election, estimated that all 
three parties would poll under 100,000 votes. Instead the Wilson 
vote went up to 140,000 and the Hughes vote to 110,000 smother- 
ing all hopes of Socialist congressional victories. 

The drift to Wilson in Nevada also defeated all Hopes of 
carrying this state for the Socialist candidate for U. S. senator, 
A. Grant Miller. The Socialist vote, however, equalled that of' the 
republicans and numerous minor victories pave the way for. suc- 
cess in 1918. 

"I expected re-election", declared Meyer London, when the 
results became known. "It has been a campaign of education. 
Incidentally, if T had been defeated, there would have been thous- 
ands of heart broken men and women in my district. I rejoice, not 
so much for myself as for the sake of the district and the people 
whose hearts beat in accord with mine on the great problems 
of life. 

"The district se»ms determii^ to gggd to 'the natio nal tegis - 



T^wo of Oiii* Winners! 




MEYER LONDON 
Socialist Congressman Re-elected 
From The Twelfth New York District 



THOMAS H. VAN LEAR 
Socialist Mayor-elect 
of Minneapolis 



lature, not a politician, but a man who stands for a definite philo- 
sophy of life. 

"I have taught the electorate of the Twelfth District to 
understand the great and growing importance of the national 
legislature, which, during the past ten or fifteen years has been 
concentrating in itself the power of the state legislatures. 

"This election has shown that the East Side electorate can- 
not be bamboozled by raising religious issues. In the main this 
is the most wide-awake electorate in the nation. The republican 
candidate for congress received almost no votes at all. His or- 
ganization supported the democratic candidate, but we defeated 
the combination of the old parties." 

Victories In Legislatures. 
The Milwaukee Socialists increased their representation in 
the Wisconsin legislature by one, the party having elected seven 
assemblymen and two new senators. With Socialist Senator Louis 
A. Arnold a holdover, there will be ten Socialists in the legislature. 

The administration of Winfred C. Zabel, Socialist district 
attorney in Milwaukee county, received an overwhelming endorse- 
ment in his re-election by a plurality of 9,401 votes over his 
republican opponent. The vote was as follows: Zabel, Socialist, 
36,262 ; Wurster, republican, 26,861 ; Schwefel, democrat, 14,767. 
The Socialist candidates for sheriff, county clerk and register of 
deeds were defeated. 

Two Legislators From New York City. 

A. I. Shiplacoff was re-elected by Brownsville Socialists in 
Brooklyn to go back to Albany. He will be accompanied by 
Joseph A. Whitehorn, also of Brooklyn, elected from the 21st 
district. 

.James H. Maurer, president of the Pennsylvania federation 
of labor, was re-elected to the Pennsylvania legislature by a 
tremendous vote. Maurer's vote was 6,109: Two years ago, when 
elected to the legislature, he received only 3,869. Stump, his 
running mate, came in a close third, two being elecfew* itom the* 



district. Maurer's record in the Pennsylvania state legislature 
is one of the bright spots in Socialist history. 

James Lawson was elected to the Vermont legislature from 
Barre Town by a majority vote. Pr. Reid has again been sent to 
the Rhode Island legislature from Providence. 

For the eighth consecutive time Charles H. Morrill has been 
elected on the Socialist ticket to the Massachusetts legislature. 
Morrill has been conspicuous in blocking many anti-labcr laws in 
the Massachusetts legislature and has been the author of several 
notable measures advanced in the interests of labor. 

The two Socialist legislators elected from Western Kansas 
help increase our legislative representation. In Scott County, 
Kans., Comrade Elmer B. Barnes defeated Frank Yantis, presi- 
dent of the Scott City and Northern Railroad, and Charles Kelson, 
democrat. In Thomas County, A. Showalter, who had no dem- 
ocratic opposition for re-election, was defeated by J. S. Keller, 
Socialist. 

California also re-elected her two representatives, Minnesota 
sent Representative Devoid back to the legislature from Minnea- 
polis, while it is not yet definitely known whether any Socialists 
have been returned to the Oklahoma and Nevada legislatures. 
The representation of two Socialists in the Illinois legislature was 
wiped out by the return of the progressives to the republican fold. 



Look for 



If No. 211 appears on the yellow label on your paper 
this week that means that your subscription expires this 
week. If No. 212 appears on the label your subscription 
expires next week. You do not want to miss a single issue 
of The American Socialist. So get busy and renew your 
subscription a't once. Address: The American, Socialist, 
803 West Madison Street. Chicago. 



Victory of Masses Over 
Big Business Interests 

By MORRIS BACKALL. 

THOMAS H. Van Lear, the Soc- 
ialist Mayor of Minneapolis, is 
, 47 years old. He was born in 
Maryland of a poor family. At nine 
years of age he was compelled to go 
to work m the coal mines. He is a 
machinist by trade. He is an organ- 
izer of the International Machinists' 
Union for the district extending from 
St. Paul to the Pacific Coast. He has 
been a delegate to the American 
Federation of Labor for the last ten 
years. He is a delegate to this year's 
convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor which met this week 
in Baltimore. He has been a member 
of the Socialist Party since 1900. 

He is a very able speaker, has a 
strong personality, is a man with 
back-bone! He impressed his oppon- 
ents from the start of the campaign. 
The Socialist Party of Minneapolis 
nominated him as candidate for 
M^.vor t,> ye'irvago, when he wa3 
defeated in a three-cornered contest 
'by only a few hundred votes. 

Big Business Alarmed. 

The corporations of Minneapolis 
became alarmed at this show of Soc- 
ialist strength and passed a non- 
partisan law for the city. Four years 
ago Van Lear was nominated again 
as Socialist candidate for Mayor, and 
only after, a strong anti-Socialist 
campaign, filled with mis-statements 
and unscrupulous methods by the op- 
position, was he defeated by only a 
very few votes. This year he was 
again nominated, „but he had on his 
side 90 per cent of the 20,000 mem- 
bers of the labor unions of Minnea- 
polis. The unions organized the cam- 
paign conference and helped out with 
money, literature, and mass meetings. 
They even issued a weekly bulletin 
called the "Campaign News". 

The corporations, on the other side, 
put out a nominee, Sheriff Langum, 
who could not appear before the 
campaign meetings because he didn't 
know what to say. His speeches were 
prepared by the capitalist press. The 
big business interests conducted their 
campaign with a quarter of a million 
dollars and had all the capitalist 
newspapers on their side. They an- 
nounced their willingness to pay $10,- 
000 for the support of the labor 
unions. 

Fought For Labor. 
Van Lear had on his side all the 
unprejudiced elements and the or- 
ganized labor people. He gained his 
popularity in taking part in the fights 
and battles of the labor organiza- 
tions in Minneapolis; he helped with 
advice, and in other ways, the 
teamsters, the carpenters, the tailors 
and other labor organizations of the 
town. 

After he was elected, he gave out 
a statement that the victory belongs 
to the common people and the un- 
prejudiced citizens of the town, and 
he expressed his hope that the voters 
who cast their votes against him for 
Langum will combine together with 
the thousands of his friends and help 
him make a better city, and to give 
Minneapolis a government, the best 
it has ever had. He declared the con- 
test was between the corporations, 
the* street railway company, that 
wanted to grab a new franchise six 
and one-half years before the old 
one expires, on the one side, and the 
organized trade unionists and Soc- 
ialists, on the other. 



d Our Own On Goast 

By T. W. WILLIAMS 
California State Secretary. 

Early returns give Lewis I. Steng- 
ler, 71st assembly district, and George 
W. Downing, 73rd assembly district, 
two to one lead. Sure of election to 
succeed themselves. Charles H. Ryck- 
man, tenth congressional district, 
short term, and Ralph L. Griswell, 
ninth congressional district, polling 
very heavy vote. 



Victrjf En Vermont 

By FRED W. SUITOR 
Vermont State Chairman. 
*' We have elected James Lawson of 
Warre Town as the first Socialist, re- 
presentative to go to the state legis- 
lature in Vermont. 
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Prepare for the Future! 

By ADOLPH 6ERMER 
National Secretary, Socialist Party. 

AT THIS writing the Presidential election is still undecided. 
To the working class it matters not whether Hughes or 
Wilson is elected. In either case, the next four years will bring 
on some important events and we must be prepared to deal with 
them. 

« » * • 

OUR HOPES SHOULD RISE. 

WE SET out to elect at least eight corigressmen and one 
Mayor. Indications were that we would succeed. We fell below 
our hope, but that is no cause for discouragement. To the con- 
trary, when we compare the amount expended by us with that 
spent by the old parties, our hopes should rise and we should work 
on with renewed courage. 

The total national campaign fund will scarcely reach $40,000. 
If we get one million votes they will cost four cents each. The 
Republican national campaign fund will run up to around two mil- 
lion dollars and that of the Democrats around one and one-half 
million in addition to the large private expenditures that are not 
included in their financial campaign records. 

* * » * 

MUST HAVE ORGANIZATION. 
THE RATIO of expenditure for votes of the old parties is 
many times that of the Socialist Party. In addition to this, what- 
ever influence Sam Gompers and his crowd has in certain labor 
circles was pitted against us. All of this would be unavailing to 
them if we had the proper organization, We can have it. We must 
have it. 

,The so-called defeats are really victories for us. They point 
out our errors that we must avoid in the future and weak spots 
that must be strengthened. On several occasions I have appealed 
for a greater and more perfect organization. Our failure to elect 
our candidates emphasizes the urgent need of more activity along 
that line. 

FUTURE BELONGS TO US. 

The National Office membership records show that we have 
increased our membership considerably since the first of August. 
This growth must be kept up before more victories can be won at 
the polls. 

BEGIN ANEW THE WORK OF BUILDING UP THE 
PARTY. THE FUTURE BELONGS TO US. 



Our Scholarship Contest 

Did you read that full-page announcement of OUR GREAT 
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST in last week's issue of The Amer- 
ican Socialist? 

If you didn't, look up last week's paper right now! If you 
have misplaced your copy send in for another. We will gladly 
forward it to you immediately. We are going to give away free 
scholarships in the Rand School of Social Science, New York City, 
to those who qualify in our great circulation contest. Here are 
some facts you should know: 

How To Earn A Scholarship 

In all The American Socialist will award FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS. 
They are to be earned as follows: 
By securing subscriptions for The American Socialist. 
Each winning candidate for a scholarship must attain a minimum of 
?,000 points. 

Each 26c subscription will count as one point. 
Each 60c subscription* will count as two points. 

A club of four 40 weeks subscribers at 25c will count as four points. 

In other words, in sending in subscriptions or in buying sub cards the 
candidate for a scholarship, will be credited with one point for «very 25c 
sent in. 

The standing of the candidates will be published weekly in The Amer- 
ican Socialist. 

Who Can Enter This Contest 

Anyone, regardless of sex, color or creed ig eligible in this race. The 
•nly condition is that the contestant have a working knowledge of the English 
language so that the Rand School of Social Science may have no objection 
to his entrance. 

At least 10 subs must be sent in between now and January 1 tr/get your 
name into the list of competitors. In our first January issue we will publish 
a complete list of those who entered the race. 

Get busy NOW and send in your first batch of subs and be sure to send 
a »ote along that you Want these credited to your standing in the great 
scholarship contest. Here is a chance for a real education FREE. 

Be Sure to Fill out the Blank at the bottom of this Page if you Want 
t» be in on the Doings. 

Conditions 

This contest began with last week's issue of The American Socialist. 

It closes at 12 o'clock noon of the first day of June 1917. 

The names of the successful candidates will be announced two weeks later. 

The winners of the Scholarships will then have sufficoent time to pre- 
pare to go to New York and take up their studies. The School will receive 
the students on or about the first of October 1917 and the work will be con- 
cluded about the middle of. April 1918. 

This scholarship includes tuition and books only. It does not include 
railroad fare, nor living expenses in New York. Students of limited means, 
may however, arrange for part time employment thru the School by cor- 
respondence. 

The 'American Socialist at the present time is ready to award five 
scholarships only. These will be given to the five receiving the highest 
number of points, but in no case will a scholarship be awarded where the 
competitor has failed to attain at least 2,000 points. Tn case of a tie between 
two candidates for the fifth place, on the list both candidates will be awarded 
a scholarship each — thus making a total of six. Sub cards in this contest may 
be had in any quantity and credit for same accorded, for instance, $5.00 
worth of cards means 20 points; but it is understood that the mere purchase 
of cards cannot win. It is imperative that these cards be used in putting on 
subscribers. Renewals and extensions count the same as new subscribers. 



Clip This Coupon 

SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST DEPARTMENT, 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
803 WEST MADISON STREET, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Dear Comrade: Please enter my name in the race for a Rand 
School of Social Science Scholarship. I am going in to win. 

Name . 

Street Address ... 

City County ., 

Age. . . . . . Sex Previous education. 



State. 



Election Views By New York 
Okll and Milwaukee Leader 



The Growing Vote 

(Front The Milwaukee Leader.) 

The large gain in the Socialist vote 
in Milwaukee is not without its fly 
in the ointment. While the average 
vote for the county candidates mount- 
ed up to 26,163, the largest ever cast 
for the Socialist candidates, the vote 
for the presidential candidate shows 
a falling ofl\ As a result of Socialist 
voters Beeking to "punish" Wilson for 
his foreign policies and to "reward" 
him for his course in forcing the 
Adamson law thru congress, Mr. 
Benson suffered severe losses. The 
difference between the average vote 
for the county candidates and the 
vote for Benson is over 10,000. 

What did any of the voters who 
voted for the Socialist? county candi- 
dates gain by scratching the Socialist 
candidate for president? It did not 
make the slightest difference m deter- 
mining the result. Hughes would have 
carried the state if every Socialist 
voter who voted for hhri had remain- 
ed steadfast m support of his own 
party's candidate, while Wilson would 
have lost if all the Benson vote had 
been transferred to him. 

The only thing that the Socialist 
voters, and we include the Socialist 
sympathizers, accomplished by voting 
for Wilson or Hughes was to neglect 
the opportunity to make their votes 
count as a protest against existing 
economic conditions and to register 
their purpose to use the franchise in 
their own interests instead of the in- 
terests of the capitalistic groups 
which employ the Democratic and 
Republican organizations to serve 
their political ends and buttress their 
economic power. 

The Socialist candidates for gov- 
ernor and United States senator did 
not receive the full strength of their 
party vote, owing to the same falla- 
cious reasoning that led thousands of 
Socialist voters to vote for Wilson or 
Hughes to make "their votes count." 
Those who voted for La Follette did 
not change the result. He would have 
been elected in any event. Those who 
voted against Philipp did not elect 
Williams. They only succeeded in 
throwing their votes away. For one 
and all they voted for something that 
they did not want. If they voted for 
Hughes they voted for the very thing 
they sought to avert — a more vigor- 
ous policy toward Germany. If they 
voted for Wilson, with the expecta- 
tion to help strengthen organized 
labor, they only succeeded to that ex- 
tent in making organized labor a 
political trading stock for Gompers 
and his political associates in the 
American Federation of Labor. 

It is inexcusable that any Socialist 
or Socialist sympathizer should 
"scratch" a Socialist candidate who 
stands for the principles and policies 
of the party to help pull the political 
chestnuts of capitalistic politicians 
from the fire. It is the more discredit- 
able to a Socialist to refuse to sup- 
port a candidate who represents the 
aims of the party, as the candidates 



for executive, con and legis- 

lative office, while^eeking to register 
his Socialism s by Noting for the can- 
didates for purely administrative of- 
fice and whose election could not in 
itself advance the cause of Socialism. 

The war has brought about ab- 
normal conditions in American t pol- 
itics. With A population containing 
a large percentage of immigrants, the 
political connection between America 
and Europe has not yet been severed. 
But Socialists more than any other 
class of voters should be last to go 
so far afield, knowing as they do that 
the working class has only one enemy 
to fight and that' capitalism is cap- 
italism whether it is dressed in 
royal purple or the forbidding black 
of republican simplicity. 

The Socialist party has shown ex- 
ceptional strength in Milwaukee; it 
has made a large gain in its vote, it 
is better prepared than ever to fight 
the workers' battles on the political 
field, but Its supporters must learn that 
whenever they seek to "reward" or 
"punish" the capitalistic politicians by 

foing outside the Socialist party to 
o it, they inevitably defeat their 
purpose and strike blows as in- 
effective as those which are struck at 
a punching hag. 

Much Ado About 
Nothing 

(From The New York Call.) 
While at this writing the result of 
the election is still in doubt as regards 
Messrs. Hughes and Wilson, and the 
popular capitalist press still endeav- 
ors to leave the impression that the 
result is a matter of vital national 
importance, and involves grave 
changes of policy, the real capitalist 
press, the financial organs, edited ex- 
clusively for business interests, enter- 
tain no delusion on the subject. They 
say, exactly as Socialists say, that it 
means little or nothing, so far as 
really vital national questions are 
concerned; that, whichever man is 
elected, things will continue to go on 
about as they have been going. 

So far as cur relations with Euro- 
pean powers are concerned, so far as 
the question of keeping or not keep- 
ing us out of war is considered vital, 
the following editorial expression 
from the Journal of Commerce is 
worth noting. It was written 
yesterday, while the result was still 
a matter of doubt> and is of consider- 
able significance, in view of the 
frothing and ranting of the political 
spellbinders aneht our European 
policy up to the present. The Journal 
of Commerce has a slight preference- 
for Hughes, 'out only a slight one, and 
this is how it concludes, on the sup- 
position that he may be elected; 
The course to be pursued in 
our foreign relations . cannot 
safely be essentially different 
from that ak*v<uji fcdopwed. It 
should not be less conscientious- 
ly pursued, tho it may be done 
more firmly and consistently. A 
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radical change would be perilous 

to our peace and prosperity. 

That is to say, that Hughes, if 
elected, will carry out, without any 
important change, the general 
European policies that have been at- 
tributed to Wilson, but which, in 

reality, were nnd still are the policies \ Bocky bui 12 

of the dominant capitalist class. That i w e *{E btt '* 7 JJ 
millions of people voted for Hughes I Norwaik ia 

under the delusion that, if he were i Dsnbury .' 242 

elected, the policies of his predeces- j £ au * n £L c . k . ill 
sor would be vitally changed makes j gS£SL (W"'\ in 
not the slightest difference. These; FLORIDA 

foolish people on both sides stultify j Ruakin, i» 

each other, and the dominant inter- j Evangton rLLIN °2<>o 
ests are thus enabled to keep things | winnsbago 'county .' ws. 
about as they were in every essential j Montgomery Township.. 3 
respect. It can be readily perceived, j ^ , * r , E ttWn, t! , , p 12 
therefore, that the election of either ; 5 
Hughes or Wilson is not a matter of i stannton '!'.!!."!".!!"! sat 

vital importance to the real rulers of I NokomU, 111 25 

this country. Both are their servants, , ^ i | , ; i ° 8 mp I i j)' m '.'l ','*u 
and the orders announced to both are Mascoutah^ Hi. ' iioi 
about .the same; they must simply 
"carry on" as before. 

The great American voter, let us 
say, has decided that "Wilson's pal 



Our National Vote 

"I am sure as I can be that we will poll between 1,200,000 and 1,400,000 
votes," says Allan L. Benson, our candidate for president, in an interview 
in- The New York Call. 

A comparison of the 1912 and 1916 vote as received from different states 
by The American Socialist is as follows: 
Debs ~ — 



Toluca, 111 ►.. 16 

Lincoln. 111. 84 

Mount Zion, 111 0 

Nebo, III. 2 
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icies"— he sincerely believes they arei ? 0 *t ie wa^Te^f . . .'.'.WWi ji" 

Wilson's — do not suit him; he has j Sransviiic !..U0d 

"lowered American prestige"; he has ' Henry County .., 437 

not avenged the Lusitania; he has g r ^ w <££ nt ; x "2 
been weak, wabbly and vacillating, 
and irresolute. Therefore, he, 



timid 

the great American voter, decides to 
rebuke or "punish" Wilson by elect- 
ing Hughes in his stead. Quite agree- 
able! That suits the capitalist class 
well enough. 

Or, he thinks that Wilson has been 
too hard on Germany and too lenient 
with England; that he has been 
partisan and "un-neutral"; therefore, 
he will "punish" him by voting for 
Hughes. And again the great cap- 
italist interests are perfectly satis- 
fied. 

Or, he thinks that Wilson "kept us 
out of war"; that his conduct under 
trying circumstances has, on the 
whole, been correct; that it is folly 
to "swap horses while crossing a 
stream"; that voting for Wilson in 
this crisis is immeasurably the most 
important thing in the world— even 
more important than Socialism — if he 
happens to be that nondescript thing 
that is neither flesh nor fowl nor good 
red herring — a "near-Socialist." So he 
votes for Wilson, and once again the 
ruling class is quite satisfied. They 
have got him both Ways, both going 
and coming, and even when the 
election is in doubt their mouthpieces 
are not in the least hesitant in telling 
him that it does> not matter a snap 
whether he votes for Hughes or Wil- 
son—that the course adopted in our 
foreign relations will not be essential- 
ly different from that which already 
exists; that it is a case of "as you 
were." So far as the ruling class is 
concerned, it is absolutely nothing 
more than a matter of heads they 
win, and tails the other fellow loses, 
and they have no scruples about 
letting him know it, even when the 
coin is being flipped in the air and 
head or tail is still undecided. 
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Berger's Vole Is 4,135 
0v«r The 1914 Figures 

Perhaps the most encouraging 
feature of the campaign results is the 
way the Socialist vote increased in 
the two Milwaukee congressional dis- 
tricts. The vote received by either 
Berger or Gaylord m 1916 would have 
been more than sufficient to have 
elected them at any previous con- 
gressional election. Their gains were 
exceptionally large, amounting to 
over 4,000 in the case of Berger. This 
Socialist gain was uniform thruout 
every ward and town in both districts, 
as is shown by the table below: 
Fourth (.Gaylord) District. 

1914 1916 

Third ward ....... 236 325 

Fourth ward . 242 311 

Fifth ward .... 728 932 

Eighth ward . . 833 816 

Eleventh ward 1,004 1,169 

Twelfth ward 981 888 

Fourteenth ward ....... 504 509 

Sixteenth ward 267 890 

Seventeenth ward 1,079 1,261 

Twenty-third ward .....1,178 1,405 
Twenty-fourth ward .... 827 914 

Town of Wauwatosa 226 396 

City of Wauwatosa 81 183 

Town of Greenfield 144 176 

Town of Franklin 29 30 

City of West Allis 402 490 

West Milwaukee 114 153 

South Milwaukee 262 329 

Town of Oak Creek 44 59 

Town of Lake 283 309 

City of Cudahy 137 205 



Grand total 9,546 11,249 

Socialist gain, 1,703. 

Fifth (Berger) District) 

1914 1916 

First ward 274 456 

Second ward 590 566 

Sixth ward 762 990 

Seventh ward 1,219 1,530 

Ninth ward 881 1,099 

Tenth ward 729 939 

Thirteenth ward 819 1,019 

fifteenth ward 390 596 

Eigteenth ward .... 301 696 

Nineteenth ward 857 1,179 

Twentieth ward 1,202 1,828 

Twenty-first ward 1,122 1,454 

Twenty-second ward ....1,050 1,495 

Twenty-fifth ward 1,243 1,691 

North Milwaukee ....... 92 116 

East Milwaukee 40 74 

Whitefish Bay 29 82 

Town of Granville 82 71 

Town of Milwaukee .... 42 79 



Grand total 11,674 15,809 

Socialist gain, 4,136. 



By It. R. RUTLEDGE. 
Williston, N. D. — Debs, 1912, 580; 
Benson, 1916, 505. Comrade Axel 
Strom has been elected sheriff, and 
Comrade Earl Swinnley, county com- 
missioner, of Williams County. 

By JAMES R. WALKER. 
Ruekin, Fla. — Comrade H. W. Lunn 
has been elected constable for this 
district. 



To be certain of one's broad moans 
to have the ground of liberty beneatV, \vard, an 

one's feet . ■'.^•aapi 



Win Four Nevada Counties 

By A. GRANT MILLER 
(By Telegraph) 

Reno, Nevada. — The Wilson landslide carried Pittman over for U. S. 
senator. Wilson carries the state by nearly 5,000 over Hughes. Pittman beats 
me by about 2,000 votes. I ran about even with the republican candidate 
We are now laying plans for the 1918 campaign. I will make two complete 
tours of the state. We carried four counties out of 16, received over 9,000 
votes in the state, and elected a number of minor officials, including the 
sheriff of Nye County. 



OUR MINNEAPOLIS VICTORY. 
Thomas Van Lear, the first Social- 
ist to be elected mayor of Minnea- 
polis and the second Socialist to be 
elected mayor of a large city against 
a combined opposition, gave out the 
following statement following his 
election: 

"Fellow citizens: I share with 
you all the pleasure and grati- 
tude that comes with victory; I 
feel thru your efforts we have 
saved our city from a real cala- 
mity. 

"I do not feel that I have done 
more or less than my duty, 
neither do I think that I should 
be given my unusual credit for 
the part I have taken, because, 
had I failed there would have 
been still these thousands of 
voters and many uncorruptable 
leaders that would have fought 
the battle of the common people 
to the end. 

"What r.aved our city was the 
coming forward of the great body 
of trade-unionists and socialist 
workingmen who ask no other 
reward than that they be permit- 
ted to work and sacrifice that 
our city might not be turned over 
to special privilege. These men, 
for their unselfish work and 
loyalty to the best interest of our 
city, deserve the unstinted thanks 
of our fellow citizens and myself. 
As for myself: I owe my elevation 
to the highest office in our city 
to the union workingmen, the 
socialist workingmen and the 
level-headed business men who 
could not be fooled by false is- 
sues or prejudiced by crude 
falsehoods. Were I to attempt to 
further specify, or attempt to 
single out all those who gave 
yeoman service I would only do 
injustice to those who worked in 
the ranks unselfishly without 
ever expecting reward or recog- 
nition, simply working for a 
principle and a cause they believe 
is just. 

"To alJP-of- those mentioned, and 
unmentidhed, who contributed to 
this great memorable victory, I 
give my thanks with deep 
gratitude and pleasure. I shall 
aim to so conduct myself and the 
business of the office of mayor 
in such a way as .will meet the 
approval of the people of our 
- great city." 

Lynn Thompson was elected to the 
school board, A. >Qi Devoid was re- 
elected to the state.: L»giBlature, and 
A. E. Voelker ald<*imfl* of tike ninth 
1ftecd*wfc PK#ensen-*!de*A j 



Two Kfeitsas Legislators 

By G. W. KLEIHEGE. 
1 Kansas State Secretary. 
The election returns are still too 
meager to make any adequate report, 
but enough has come in to show that 
the Socialist vote has increased 
tremendously in many sections of 
Kansas. At least two Socialist re- 
presentatives to the state legislature 
were elected from districts where 
Socialists had never been elected be- 
fore. These were Elmer B. Barnes, 
of Grigsby, elected from Scott Coun- 
ty, and J. S. Keller, of Winona, elected 
from Thomas County. Thomas and 
Scott counties are in the far western 
part of the state. It is probable that 
still others were elected on the Soc- 
ialist ticket. In Fall Leaf precinct, in 
1912, the Socialists cast two votes. 
Last Tuesday the Socialist ticket re- 
ceived 34 votes. Like reports are 
coming in from other sections of the 
state. 



RE-ELECT SOCIALIST MAYOR. 

Haledon, N. J. — Mayor William 
Brueckmann, Socialist, was reelected 
with 317 votes. Ernest Schroeder, 
Socialist, was elected councilman 
with 300 votes. Two years ago 
Brueckman defeated Charles F. 
Harding, Republican, by nine votes. 
This victory insures the Socialist 
Mayor a third term. There are now 
three Republicans, two Socialists and 
one independent on the board of 
councilmen. The new board will have 
four Republicans and two Socialists. 

Haledon is near Paterson, and dur- 
ing the silk weavers' strike in Pater- 
son, when Socialists were barred 
from speaking, they conducted their 
demonstrations here. Mayor Brueck- 
man always has welcomed the strik- 
ers and the strike speakers, and has 
won many friends all thru the State 
for his aid to the Paterson workers. 



FIGHT FOR EDUCATION. 

The Socialists of the Argentine 
Republic, South America, have open- 
ed a vigorous campaign against the 
underground attempts of Jesuits to 
defeat the new. compulsory education 
bill. 

The bill provides that all children 
under 12 years of age shall receive 
free . instruction in the primary 
schools. Older children shall get three 
years' free training in the high 
schools, and free university courses. 

Religious instruction shall be given 
only outside of regular school hours 
by the clergy of the different denom- 
inations to children that apply for it. 

The Jesuit* -are trying to defeat the 
law j and re-introduce compulsory . re- 
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Clay City, Ind. 49 

El wood. Ind 677 

Rush, Ind. 77 

State Line, Ind 7 

IOWA 

Jerome 7 

Lake Mills 35 

Promise City . 4 ....... . 8 ■ 

Grliwold 9 

Chariton, la 47 

KANSAS 

HilUbofo 20 

Radley 125 

Havana 1 

Jaqua Township 7 

KENTUCKY 

So. Portsmouth SO 

Highland Park, Ky 46 

MAINE 

Watervilla 24 

Listen , 58 

Augusta 55 

MARYLAND 

Silver Springs 2 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Brookline 11 

Westwood 11 

North Attteboro 32' 

Greenfield 128 

Conway, Mass 4 

Greenfield, Mass 128 

Plymouth County, Mass, , . . R2 
MICHIGAN^ 

Benton Harbor, Mich 166 

St. Clair, Mich. , , 14 

Bmmet County, Mlrh. ....417 
Stevensville, Mich. ........ 9 

Niles, Mich 4-0 

Baraga, Mich 16 

Traverse City, Midi. ...... 174 

Grand Lodge, Mich. < 32 

MINNESOTA 
Borgholm Township .... 29 
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Heron Lake 2 
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Sabal 19 
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Wells « 
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VERMONT 
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VIRGINIA 

Winchester 9 

.lk, Va 33 

Ml, V*. 1 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Fletaington 16 

Bristol 27 

Pollansbee 99 

WISCONSIN 

Kenosha 490 

Beaver Dam, Wis 41 

Red Granite, Wl|. 7 
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FEED MEN FIRST. 
Before you talk of rules of conduct, 
make sure of the means of life. Be- 
fore you talk ethics to a man feed 
him, since it is obvious that unless 
you feed him he will cease to live at 
all. That is a simple and perhaps 
somewhat crude statement of a fairly 
obvious fact, and that fact, in turn, 
is out a faint expression of a great 
and profound truth which lies back of 
all social progress. * * * 

There is no necessary antagonism 
between Evolution and Revolution, as 
any Scientist will tell you. Revolutions 
are but necessary steps in the general 
process- of evolution. That is true 
alike of organic and of social evolu- 
tion and after all "Social Revolution" 
simply means that "Social Evolution" 
has reached a stage where transfor- 
mation is not only possible but in- 
evitable. 

-^iohn Spargo in "Where We Stand". 



HOW does it come that Messrs. 
Wilson and- Hughes and their fugle- 
men never utter a word about the 
sandbagging that "the peepul" are 
now receiving from the Meat Trust, 
the Flour Trust, the Bread Trust, the 
Sugar Trust and all the other Fat 
Men in the plute aggregation? 

Twouldn't be "good business," you 
say? All right, Mr. Voter; forget the 
pocketpicking that is now occurring 
and keep your eyes glued on "the 
gr-r-reat issues," whatever they are. 

But don't kick when you come out 
of your hypnotic condition after elec- 
tion — after the noise of the political 
jawsmithing has been hushed and the 
robbers squeeze harder than ever. 
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THE UNION Labor party seems 
to have gone out of existence In San 
Francisco, where it has been pretty 
much of a power during the past 15 
years. Less than 700 voters registered 
this fall as U. L. P. supporters. .At 
the same time, 3,728 voters qualified 
as Socialists, and it is, certain that 
number will be very largely increased 
at the election. Some observers are 
declaring that after November the 
Socialists will really constitute a big 
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THINK OF IT! 

A real Socialist Co-operative to 
make your Clothes. 
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Mention price you wish to pay, and 

we will send you samples accordingly, 
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blank. 
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Socialist Editor-Printer Wanted 

A Socialist editor or printer with few 
hundred dollar* can learn of fine 
opening, by addressing Dawn Publishfnf 
Co., Myton, Utah, at once. 
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account of the unsatisfactory Indus- 
trial conditions that prevail and the 
manner in which prominent Labor 
men have split up between the old 
parties. _ . 
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The 1920 Campaign 



SOCIALISM WON Wg victor- 
ies in the 1916 campaign. 

It can sweep into power in 
1920 if it has men and women, 
in. the party, Qualified for all 
offices, and prepared to make 
the big campaign. . 

A training in Law is the best 
successful candidates are 
lawyers, 

aucessful candidates are lawyera. 

Our combination* three-yew Uni- 
versity cOrre^pondenW lAW'^oiirBe^, 




Send for our new, illustrated book; 
"Law and the People.'* 
tt will mean the opportunity of yout 
life to you — a Law training »t cost, 
raid on easy terms, in a Labor Coll?g«, 
backed by men and women like Debs, 
Walsh, Kirkpatrick, O'Hare, Russell, 
Work, England, Steinmetz, LeSueur, 
Warren. Be the man of power in your 
community. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 

Fort Scott, Kansas. 
. Send me your free, illustrated 
book, "Law and the People", and 
particulars of your correspon- 
dence, university Course in Law. 
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An Intimate View Of Karl 
Marx And Frederick Engels 



NOW THEN, SAM! 



By MORRIS HILLQUIT. 

I HE growth of the Socialist move- 
ment ha» been so fast and its 



pages of "Das Kapital," we are apt to 
imagine that they were written in the 
serene atmosphere emanating from a 

torrent To "awif t"" th*t to" the calm » scholarly life, remote from petty 
current so swm, tnat xo ine « +-tiv,,i.*« vt,.« - ah*!,*'* 



majority of the Socialists of to-day the 
twin-figures of its theoretical founders 
and practical organizers stand in the 
djm background as mere abstractions, 
mere historical if not mythological 
characters. Yet it is barely more than 
thirty years since the death of Karl 
Marx and only twenty years ago Fred- 
erick Engels was still active in the 
struggles of international Socialism 
Marx and Engels are practically men 
of our own generation, and it is im 
portant for us to know them in the flesh, 
to know how they lived and fought and 
suffered and vanquished. For nothing 
is a better aid to true and sympathetic 
understanding of the thought and the 
work of a creative genius than an intl 
mate knowledge of the man and his 
life's story. 

Such an intimate insight into the in 
most beings of Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels has just been opened to us by 
the publication of their mutual corres- 
pondence. The work, which was edited 
by August Bebel and Eduard Bernstein, 
as the literary executors of Frederick 
Engels, Comprises four bulky volumes, 
each containing about 500 pages. The 
correspondence extends from September, 
1844, when Marx was twenty-six years 
old and Engels twenty-four, to January, 
1883, two months before Marx breathed 
his last. The number, of letters printed 
is 1,380, and they make interesting, fas- 
cinating reading. They are written 
freely, frankly, carelessly, sometimes 
even recklessly. They are intimate, 
heart-to-heart chats of necessity re- 
duced to writing— gossip about persons, 
things and movements; household affairs 
and personal matters; thoughts, theories, 
doubts, plans and aspirations; trivial 
cares and world-moving ambitions. The 
letters were obviously written with no 
thought of their possible publication, 
and that feature constitutes their great- 
est worth, for only thus could they fully 
reveal the souls of their authors. The 
souls revealed in the letters are great 
and sublime, but thoroughly human 
nevertheless. 

* * * ■» 

WHAT STRIKES us most forcibly 
in the relations between Marx and 
Engels is the strong bond of personal 
friendship which united them. It is 
doubtful whether history affords a 
single other instance of such perfect 
friendship. Neither of the two men was 
in the slightest degree sentimental or 
demonstrative. On the contrary. To 
judge from all indications they were 
rather reserved in demeanor and un- 
emotional in outward appearance. Their 
. —«(-*»*nd*»c !~ o§ea§ 'w&k .'tjKj- mofC'-or 
M<>«# W#m$Ml*£ts4u& 

we* fi'i.'i Hm o n JS^otP^S^?^. ^ p«tar 

*W !).:• a-j.oi,;:* ~h«itifc w&MM * Wsar 
3 on" e <- r j R of n*«%p£4els 
Suy qmek^- ~. IMi^km^ -to 

" ' -•*•><;'- ' ; U:t ^MtoMA*lMl*tk 
• mntm*to m f m>$i : : Ttf ty i ' ft j l g M f »h ac- 
count of it, their mutual affection is 
true, abiding, we almost are tempted to 
say organic* It is not a mere political 
friendship solely from a similarity of 
tastes, inclinations or temperament. It 
is a friendship in which the individual- 
ity of each merges in that of the other. 
The two men are inseparately blended 
in one new being, made better and 
stronger for this blending of the traits 
and qualities of both. 

* * * * 

WITHIN" THE Socialist movement 
the impression generally prevails that 
of the two Marx was the greater 
man; that Marx was the genius and 
leader while Engels was merely a tal- 
ented follower, whose glory was large- 
ly the reflected glory of 'his friend 
and master. The impression is entire- 
ly wrong, and is due in no mean 
degree to Engels himself. For Engels, 
who survived his friend by twelve 
years, never allowed an opportunity to 
escape without attributing to Marx the 
lion's share of the credit for their joint 
achievements. The letters prove con- 
clusively that neither of them was in- 
tellectually inferior to the other, but 
that they were both equal and supple- 
mentary parts of one organic" whole. Be- 
ginning with the Communist Manifesto, 
which was their first joint work, and 
ending with Engels' Anti-Duehring, the 
last important work published by one 
of them during the life-time of both, 
neither of the two undertook any work 
of moment without the other at almost 
every step. Sometimes one would write 
a whole chapter for the work of the 
other, and a great many of the letters 
sent by Marx to the "New York Tri- 
bune ' ' over his own signature were en- 
tirely written by Engels. In a few in- 
stances Marx and Engels specialized in 
different subjects, and in such subjects 
each of them would defer to the other, 
but they were equals in general culture 
and erudition. If Marx was the pro- 
founder thinker, Engels had the more 
practical mind and the more lucid power 
of expression. If Marx, was the greater 
genius, Engels was the greater man. 
what one would have been and done 
without the other is impossible to sur- 
mise. With each other they were Marx 
and Engels. 

When we read the works of the great 
Socialist theoreticians, especially the 
unimpassioned, unemotional and classic 



cares and tribulations. What a different 
picture is revealed to us in the corres- 
pondence between Marx and Engels! 
We cannot read the letters without be- 
ing appalled by the misery, privation of 
physical discomforts which the "fa- 
thers'* of modern Socialism imposed 
upon themselves in order to accomplish 
their cherished work. Marx came from 
a well-situated bourgeois family and his 
wife was a member of the Prussian nob- 
ility. Had they maintained their social 
caste, Marx with his great talents and 
erudition could easily have assured a 
comfortable economic position for him- 
self and his family. But he preferred 
to be- a rebel and a social outcast and to 
suffer the pangs of poverty and priva 
tion. And what poverty! Stoic as ho 
was Marx rarely recurred to the subject 
of his economic misery. But oace in a 
while he cannot restrain himself and 
there is a plaintive cry of despair. 
"Since a week," he writes in 1852, "I 
have reached the pleasant point where 
I cannot go out because all my clothing 
is pawned and I cannot eat meat be 
cause the butcher refuses me credit," 
and again, "every day I have to run 
six hours in order to borrow sixpence 
for food." Quite heartrending is a let 
ter written at about the same period by 
Mrs. Marx to Engels, in which she re- 
lates how her little boy had by strata- 
gem obtained three loaves of bread frond 
a baker reluctant to deliver them on 
credit, and how he had run away with 
the precious booty in fear of having it 
recaptured. 

m m 0 m 

AND ENGELS f Engels in the mean- 
time served as a clerk in a Manchester 
cotton house in which his father had an 
interest. He despised trade from the bot- 
tom of his heart. His young and enthu- 
siastic soul was wrapped up in science 
and revolution. The counting room 
caused him daily psychical tortures. But 
he made the choice deliberately and un- 
ostentatiously, and there can be no 
doubt but that he thus sacrificed his life 
and ambitions to his friend Karl Marx. 
To Marx went a great, if not the great- 
er part of his earnings; to enable Marx 
to continue his work and studies Engels 
deliberately enslaved himself. In 1850 
the periodical contributions of Engels 
to tho Marx household are about one 
pound a week, and as his commercial 
position and his income grow, so grows 
his help to the friend, until in 1869, 
when Engels can afford to retire from 
business, he settles on Marx an annual 
income of 350 pounds. The fierce strug- 
gles with poverty are now ended. The 
friends are reunited in London, working 
together in the Socialist movement, 
which is at last beginning to assume re- 
spectable proportions. They are happy. 
But they cannot wipe out the terrible 
two preceding decades in their personal 
lives. Poverty and destitution have 
ravished Marx's household. Three of 
his children have died in infancy for 
she** lack of food and air, his noble- 
hearted wifV has been weakened and 
ddapirlted by the unspeakable suffer- 
ings. Matt himself is a sick and broken 
man. Still Marx had all the time lived 
the life he loved. Engels had passed 
twenty years in distasteful,, degrading 
drudgery to help Marx. Which of the 
two has made the greater sacrifice f 

What sustained Marx and Engels in 
the years of hardship and privation was 
their unshakable faith in the great cause 
to which they had consecrated their 
lives, and their strong mutual friend- 
ship. Describing the last illness and 
the death of his tenderly-beloved young 
son Edgar, Marx writes to Engels in 
April, 1855: "In the terrible tortures 
which I suffered these days I was sup- 
ported only by the thought of you and 
your friendship and by the hope that 
together we may yet accomplish some- 
thing sensible in this world." 

This sublime and abiding faith of the 
sturdy pioneers of modern Socialism 
was not based on revolutionary roman 
ticism or on the hope of immediate ful- 
fillment. Marx and Engels fully and 
clearly realized that the struggle in 
which they had engaged was a hard and 
long struggle, a struggle of generations. 
They realized that the new proletarian 
movement for human emancipation calls 
for a fight of unlimited endurance, prod- 
ding, knowledge and organization, and 
they patiently settled down to forge the 
weapons for that fight. While the in 
ter national derelicts of the shipwrecked 
European rising of 1848,- eongreg&&<| 
London and Switzerland, were indulging 
in spectacular but vain attempts to re- 
vive the corpse of the defunct political 
revolution, Marx and Engels were pre- 
paring the basis for the slower but surer 
and more radical social revolution of 
the working class of the world. They 
were well equipped with knowledge for 
their great task and they never rested 
in their efforts to acquire more knowl- 
edge. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels 
were among the best-informed men of 
their generation, and when, around 1857, 
the friends were invited by Charles A. 
Dana to contribute articles on several 
topics to a certain encyclopedia which 
he was then editing for a New York 
publishing house, Engels could well sug- 
gest to Marx that they undertake the 
execution of the whole work. Between 
them they practically covered the entire 
range of human knowledge of their 
time. They always kept abreast of the 




INVESTIGATING HUNGER. 

Attorney General Gregory announces that he will investigate the "ab- 
normal and suspicious increases in the prices of the various necessities of 
life, especially coal." 

If it is found that such increases are due "to conspiracy and other 
unlawful actipn," the department will invoke the severest penalties which 
the law prescribes. 

When hunger stalks abroad in the land, when America is starved to 
pile up profits for private gamblers who feed the war in Europe, the attorney 
general promises an investigation that will change nothing whatever in the 
general situation and will not put one single piece of bread into one hungry 
mouth. 

There is no law passed by any old party that prevents any business 
man from charging for his goods what "the traffic will bear." 

Even if there were such a law, fining Or jailing a few business men 
will not alter one whit the practices of the whole business class. 

The attorney general may or may not prove a "conspiracy" after a 
long and useless suit against this or that set of profiteers, but he and aU 
members of the old party governments are parts of that general conspiracy 
which permits a few to despoil the many. He will not discover that kind 
of a conspicary, however, no matter how long he may investigate. 

The report of the Industrial Relations Committee, which President 
Wilson and his party majority tried to suppress, gives all the facts necessary 
to prove that private control of public necessities condemns the majority 
of the American people to a life of lasting insecurity and want. 

No further investigation is needed. Let the administration act upon 
the facts already* known and t undisputed. Let congress pass a law to con- 
trol the prices of all necessities and to insure this control by a national 
system of government ownership and management. 

Hunger and want can not be stopped by investigations, reports or law 
suits. The way to stop price boosting and gambling in life's necessities is 
to feed, house and clothe every ttmn, woman and child in the United States. 
The country is rich enough to do so. The only thing that stands in the way 
is old party respect for private profit and old party contempt for human 
life, liberty and happiness. 

—Cartoon and Editorial from the Milwaukee Leader. 
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latest word in political economy, philos- 
ophy, history, politics, natural sciences 
and general literature, and in all these 
variegated spheres they were not ama- 
teurs but masters. Both were hard work- 
ers and enthusiastic students to the end 
of their days. Nothing was too obtuse 
or uninteresting to them. In the sum- 
mer of 1864 we find Marx sick with a 
bad attack of influenza. He complains 
to his friend of his inability to do real 
work. To while away his time he has 
taken up "the study of physiology - , 
anatomy of the brain and the nervous 
system, the cellular theory, and such 
like things. ' ' And as an aid to their con- 
stant studies they cultivated the knowl- 
edge of languages. Both knew all im- 
portant European languages to perfec- 
tion. Their letters ftTe curious proofs 
of their authors' linguistic accomplish- 
ments. In their correspondence with 
each other Marx and Engels unceremon- 
iously mixed languages, using whichever, 
happened to lend itself most felicitously 
to the expression of a given thought or 
idea. The groundwork of their letters 
is German, but most of them are copi- 
ously interspersed with Trench and En- 
glish, with occasional incursions into 
Italian, Spanish, Dutch, Eussian, Latin 
and even Greek. 

» * * * 

AND SO they labored and learned and 
taught without rest or intermission, 
wjthout faltering or misgiving, without 
hope of reward or care for recognition. 
To Engels it was given in the decline 
of his life to witness the unfolding of 
the great international movement whose 
aims and methods he and his friend had 
so well formulated. Marx closed his 
weary eyes on the light of the day be- 
fore the movement had attained an ap- 
preciable degree of power. But neither 
of them ever flinched in his faith in the 
cause or relaxed in his efforts. They 
were prodding and patient and steady, 
because their aim was great and because 
they were intellectual giants. 



REMEDY FOB THIS DISEASE. 

Ivy L. Lee is an advisor and aid to 
Bijr Business. He tells great corpora- 
tions what an intelligent public ex- 
pects of them. Then he pleads their 
cases before the Bar of Public Opin- 
ion. Lately he made this remark: 

"If this country is to be saved from 
government ownership, it will be 
necessary for the people to determine 
to permit railroads to earn sufficient 
money to attract private capital ab 
solutely essential to the proper up- 
building of the nation's transportation 
system." 

In commenting editorially on this 
statement, Hearst's "Chicago Amer- 
ican" says: "Isn't that delicious? Mr. 
Lee's thoughts should be amplified. 
For instance: 

"If the people are to be saved from 
good city government, it will be neces- 
sary for the people to permit bosses 
to steal enough to make it worth 
while to remain in the boss business." 

Or, 

"Unless the people want to see the 
burglar business die out entirely, it 
will be necessary for the people to 
determine to Supplfcthe burglars with 
automobile* fasLe^tjgh to make sure 
their escape.*' • 4 - 
Continuing, th^^ttoriai says: 
"We can jftssnre :> 3>e that the 
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eminent ' ownership, and an extremely 
good thing for the country it is, too. 

"Nor are the railroads to be saved 
from government ownership. For they 
themselves have reached the point 
where they admit that the"y can no 
longer finance themselves and manage 
themselves. And their most clever 
spokesman calmly tells the people 
that they must take the lid off and let 
the railroads charge all they like in 
order to escape the great calamity of 
Government Ownership, which would 
be honest administration -of the rail 
roads for public benefit, instead of in 
competent and dishonest administra- 
tion of the railroads for inside 
grafters. 

"You don't have any New York, 
New Haven and Hartford scandals in 
government ownership of the post 
office, do you ? You don't see the gov 
ernment buying a little postoffice 
worth a thousand dollars from their 
friends for seven milion dollars — and 
charging that against women who 
have bought stock in good faith. 

"You don't see any Rock Island 
thievishness in government owner 
ship. 

"You don't see the New York Cen 
tral's insolent disregard of public 
rights in government ownership, or 
any of the New York Central's 
methods of robbing its own stock 
holders for the benefit of insiders, do 
you ? 

"Government ownership IS COM 
IN.G„and the most the railroads can 
do by hiring IntelligentTnen like Ivy 
M. Lee to talk for them is to put it 
off a little longer. 

"The veins and arteries of the coun 
try, the railroads, are going to be 
managed and owned by the country— 
and that, before very long." 

Very good, Mr. Hearst. A Socialist 
writer could not put the case for gov- 
ernment ownership any better. A 
Socialist writer, however, would have 
followed along the line of argument to 
its logical conclusion. To be Bure the 
railroads are managed badly and 
financed in worse fashion. They are 
run inefficiently and crookedly. Thej 
are manipulated to yield a great re- 
turn to the "insiders" at the expense 
of stockholders and the public in gen- 
eral. But are the railroads managed 
and financed any more recklessly and 
dishonestly than other large business 
enterprises? Is the public exploited 
any more thoroly for the advantage 
of the few in the railroads than in 
any other ffreat corporations? Cer- 
tainly not! There is no fundamental 
difference, Mr. Hearst, between the 
arteries and veins of the country, the 



railroads, and the heart and lungs, 
which are the great industries. And 
the remedy for the diseases for all 
organs is the only successful treat- 
ment — government ownership and 
government control. 



In The Book- World 



By SEYMOUR STEDMAN. 



NOTE.— All book* reviewed In thl* 
column ran be secured from the Liter- 
ature Department, Socialist Party, 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. 



IS HE CRAZY? 
The owner of a large plantation 
in Mississippi, where! the fine figs 
grow, is giving away a few five- 
acre fruit tracts. The only condi- 
tion is that figs be planted. The 
owner wants enough figs raised to 
supply a co-operative canning fact- 
cry. You can secure five acres and 
an interest fn the canning factory by 
writing the Eubank Farms Compa- 
ny, 1169 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
They will plant and care for your 
trees for #> a month. Yony, profit 
should be $l»O00 per yea*, some 
think thiB man is craiy ft>r giving 



"PUBLIC POLICY", by Walter F. 
Cooling, 37 Metropolitan Block, Chi- 
cago, cloth bound, price, $1. — This 
book has been the result of many 
years study of Economic Problems. 
The author *s well known as a one 
time active and ardent Single Taxer. 

In Public Policy he frequently 
refers to historical instances, illus- 
trating and supporting the theory he 
advances. 

Space will not permit an adequate 
review of the nearly two hundred 
pages of this work. 

In the opening chapter the author 
treats of the evils resulting from the 
district system of representation. Our 
attempt to establish a representative 
form of government, he says has 
failed, because we do not know how 
to represent the elements which go 
to make up the public opinion of a 
civilized community. 

We cut the people up into groups, 
bounded by district lines, ignoring the 
associations which grow out of special 
class interest, as a result the repre- 
sentatives of the districts represent 
nothing higher than the intelligence 
of the least intelligent element neces- 
sary to make up a majority, that is* 
the intelligence which is common to 
all men. We strike out all the special 
knowledge and training which every 
man acquires by reason Qf his occupa- 
tion and experience, and thus we are 
unable to employ the intelligence of 
civilization. 

One of the great objections he 
urges to the extention of govern- 
mental activity in the new fields, 
where it is admitted such activity is 
greatly needed, is the known in- 
capacity and corruption of govern- 
mental officials, due to the fact "that 
they represent the least intelligent 
and moral elements in their district, 
therefore, the least defined." 

"Government rises out of the con- 
census of the groups engaged in Use- 
ful Work" says the author, "but in 
our efforts to maintain the concensus 
and express it, we cut the population 
into political districts, and there legal 
fictions enslave us. Our whole system 
of government rests upon the district 
system. We have the district Con- 
gressmen, the Senatorial District and 
the City Ward. But the representa- 
tive of a district majority can re- 
present nothing higher than the in- 
telligence of the least intelligent 
element necessary to make a major-, 
ity. The result is an inbecile govern- 
ment, which can not be entrusted 
with the power and authority required 
or commensurate with modern needs.'' 
"If the district lines are abolished 
and the representatives chosen at 
large from the State or ' City, the 
representatives chosen by proportion- 
al systems, they will represent the 
class-conscious groups of those en- 
gaged in Usdful Work. To escape 
from this subjection to the district 
majorities, we must abolish district 
majorities, and elect representatives 
from the City or the State, not as 
the representatives of a district or 
section, but as the representatives of 
class-conscious groups, who do the 
useful, work of the wdrld and possess 
all the responsible "intelligence that 
there is. This will make it possible 
to greatly extend governmental 
authorities and activity in whatever 
directions experience may suggest, 
without any fear whatever that the 
governmental officials are not in pur- 
pose an,d in intelligence equal to the 
responsibilities they assume." 

The author emphasizes the selection 
of representatives from groups. In 
this way a parliamentary body would 
reach its highest efficiency, because 
groups would be v represented thru 
their most able representative, and 
this method .vould also prevent op- 
position by antagonistic groups and 
the eliminating of able men, represen- 
tatives belonging to other groups, 
thus in a number of legislative bodies 
there would be representatives of say, 
the coal industry, public franchises, 
shoe makers, employes and trade 
unions, workingmen, etc. This would 
result in drawing a line which would 
clearly distinguish the economical in- 
terests of the various groups, as the 
author says, "it will be impossible to 
clarify public opinion on the greater 
problems of sociology until public 
policy is declared and enforced by 
group representatives. He calls at- 
tention to the fact that the "lobby" 
constitutes a body representing a 
group. At all legislative bodies there 
appear representatives of bodies 
lobbying who have the money with 
which to pay for result. Men who 
represent different classes. 

By a proper electoral system, in- 
stead of standing on the outside and 
petitioning and bribing they would be 
within the parliament or body of re- 
presentatives which would act directly 
in the Interests of their class, they 
would not then be an invisible secret 
and corrupt outside agency. 

The folly of District Lines is shown 
up as a ludicrous method of represen- 
tation, a street separating the dis- 
tricts of representatives, frequently 
leaving an overwhelming majority 
without any representation is denoun- 
ced and numerous instances are 
given to show how the minority 
frequently dominates and the most 
enlightened and essential interests to 
progress and civilization are checked 
if not completely submerged. 

Space for a review here will not 
permit us to even summarize the 
various chapters of the book. 

The effect of rising prices . and 
wages on the accumulation of the 
capitalist, and in this the author ad- 
vanced the novel theory "That it is 
the policy of the most efficient 
producers in the state to maintain 
their control by a fall in price and a 
rise in wages and rise in rent." 
Without accepting or rejecting his 
theories it is well to note that in the 
cities where wages' are the -highest 
greater profits are realised than 4h 
country tovns whan* , are 



lower and where even rent is much 
lower, and it is certain that clocks, 
rugs and a number of other things 
| which are today used in the average 
household are much cheaper relatively 
than they were fifty or one hundred 
years ago, when they were rare even 
in well furnished homes. 

This book is well worth reading, be- 
cause it is not a re-statement or an 
elaboration of the accepted theories 
of political government or old econ- 
omics, but a new theory program 
which presents a new analysis and 
theory of explaining our political and 
industrial system and its incongru- 
ities. 



one point three teachers kept Com- 
rades Lowe and Maley up until one 
o'clock answering questions about So- 
cialism. * 



A Bit Df Cheer From Dixie 

By FREDA HOGAN 
Arkansas State Secretary. 
Thru our fifteen three-day socialist 
encampments held in as many coun- 
ties, and at which Comrades George 
G. Hamilton, Caroline A. Lowe and 
Anna A. Maley each delivered three 
speeches, it is safe to say that thirty 
thousand people learned of Socialism. 
In addition we sold hundreds of 
pieces of literature and suoscription 
cards to our socialist papers. 

"Socialism is growing to be quite 
a menace in the South," wrote Robert 
R. Hull in a personal letter recently. 
Hull is a preacher of Northwest 
Askansas and seems to have felt 
called upon to help curb "the men- 
ace". So he engaged in debate with 
Comrade George G. Hamilton at 
Rogers on the 12th and 13th. His 
letter from which the above state- 
ment is quoted, and which also men- 
tioned the value of "good moderat- 
ors" and suggested certain ways of 
securing these, fell into the hands of 
our comrades and was used to ad- 
vertise the debate. The result of 
Hull's efforts was so decisive a 
victory for Socialism that in all 
probability he will permit the 
"menace" to grow unhindered in the 
future. 

At Tuckerman, where a crowd 
estimated at six thousand attended 
the socialist encampment, a candidate 
on the democratic ticket said "I'm on 
that ticket and sorry for it." 

Down at Womblc another democra- 
tic politician said", "No man can get 
around that argument. He'd be a fool 
to try." 

Because the Democratic party in 
Arkansas, as elsewhere, thrives upon 
ignorance the school system of the 
state is such that but a small per 
cent of che children of the workers 
are permitted to secure the semblance 
of an education. The school teachers, 
whose wages average less than those 
of common laborers, in daily con- 
tact with the privations of their 
pupils, are :mick to see that there is 
"something rotten in Denmark". In 
one county 27 school teachers are 
openly working for Socialism. At 



The attendance of women at our 
encampments and their interest lifter 
they had listened to one or two 
speeches was immensely encourag- 
ing. One woman said, "I've always 
been against my husband's Socialism, 
but hereafter I'm with him." 



Only at one encampment did a re- 
presentative of the democratic party 
— the party so long dominant in this 
state — attempt any defense of his 
political faith. He styled himself as 
a "poor plow boy" and made a further 
plea for the sympathy of his hearers 
with the statement that he "didn't 
know anything." Following him Com- 
rade Maley made it clear that the 
socialist speakers were there because 
they DID lenow something and be- 
cause they had vital issues for dis- 
cussion. But at least one thing should 
be said for the "plow boy". He knew 
enough to know he didn't know any- 
thing — something which cannot be 
said in favor of all who undertake his 
hopeless task. 

The attendance at our encamp- 
ments made it clear that the people 
of Arkansas want to know about So- 
cialism. Speakers who toured the 
state two years ago say our senti- 
ment now is fully a hundred per cent 
stronger. 

A man who occupied the seat ahead 
of j| Comrade Caroline Lowe said, as 
the train pulled into Huntington and 
he caught sight of the socialist cere- 
bration, "I guess that's another one 
of those socialist picnics. They're 
having them from one end of the state 
to the other this year." And daily 
papers, which a year ago had no 
space for socialist news, now have 
editorial references to the "perpetual 
propaganda the socialists wage." 



All things considered, we believe 
Arkansas is giving a good account of 
herself in this day of splendid social- 
ist opportunity. And we hope th» 
work will speak for itself when the 
votes are counted. 



The Chicage Tribune, commenting 
on the fact that many people voted 
for Wilson because of his alleged 
prosperity, 3ays the American nation 
has taken "its belly for its God." Thii 
paper is peeved because the same 
American people apparently had not 
taken Mars for its God, with Roose- 
velt and Hughes its red and blue 
moons. 



While the election has been in doubt 
we have been forced to listen to both 
Democratic and Republican calamity 
howlers. And we guess both are near 
enough right to Insure a merryel of 
a time for most of us for the next 
four years, whether our leader be 
whiskered or smooth-shaven* 



Eugene V. Debs Says: 

"THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE 
is the beginning of a world-wide 
revolution in education. 

"The People's College was founded by the working class, is 
financed by the working class, and controlled by the rank and file 
of the working class, to the minutest particular. Each member 
of the College Union — which controls the College — has equal voice 
with every other in directing the policy, and in managing the af- 
fairs of the Institution. It is fundamentally democratic, and 
marks the awakening of the masses to the necessity of establish- 
ing their own colleges and universities, and educating themselves, 
with the one supreme object of getting at the truth in all things, 
knowing that the truth alone can make them free, and fulfil thei* 
destiny." 

EUGENE V. DEBS IS CHANCELLOR OF THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, AND PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE 
UNION. 

Listen to Debs advice! 

Build your own university; educate your own teachers; 
control your own public schools. 

In active * management and control of THE PEOPLED 
COLLEGE, associated with Debs, are: George R. Kirkpatrick, 
Fred D. Warren, Kate Richards O'Hare, Frank P. Walsh, Charles 
P. Steinmetz, George Allan England, Charles Edward Russell, 
John M. Work, and Arthur LeSueur. 

It is the one College owned and controlled by the working class, or- 
ganized for service, and NOT for profit. 

Do you belong to this Union for education? If not^why not? Will yon 
not work with these meh and women for the up-building of this great 
College of the people? 

Write for a free copy of The People's College News, and let w t«tt 
you of the work we are doing. 

Are You Satisfied With Your 
Own Education? 

What are you doing to better yourself, and fit yourself to help 
in the fight for your class? Wouldn't an education be o% 
tremendous value to you? The work you ought to be doing, re- 
quires trained men and women. Have you had the training? 
If you haven't why don't you get it? Here's your own College 
ready to help you get an education. 

Stop wishing you could do this or that. Wishing never got anyone any* 
thing. Get busy, and prepare yourself. Here's your chance. Let us tell yon 
how. No matter how little you earn, no matter what your present position 
or your previous lack of opportunity, The People's College can help you. 

Clip the coupon below, and mail it to us today. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 
FORT SCOTT, KANSAS. 



. Please send me free copy of The People's College News, and send r 
I me full particulars concerning the Course in: jr 



[ ]" Law 

[ ] Public Speaking 

[ ] Plain English 

[ ] Advanced English 

[ ] Commercial Law 



. I NAME ...... 

J ADDRESS . . 



C 3 
[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ] 



Shorthand and Typewriting ^ 

Bookkeeping I. 

Penmanship \ 

Arithmetic . j 



[ ] American History . 
(Course edited and conducted * 
by A. M. Simons.) f 

i 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



THE AMD RIX:AN SOG^AI.i§T, 1^^^i0^Mil'^t^$il 



Co-operation Bight 

Washington. — The co-operative 
principle is right and a good one. So 
says a belated statement from the ex- 
perts of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture who. have been studying 
the co-operative store movement in 
this country. 

Failure of individual co-operatives 
do not mean failure of the co- 
operative principle, says this im- 
portant statement. Failure means 
that there has been mismanagement, 
inadequate accounting and auditing, 
poor business methods, lack of judg- 
ment. 

Bulletin 394 of the Office of Mar- 
kets and Rural Organization, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, tells the story. 
It is a fine piece of justification from 
an unfriendly source of the Socialist 
theory. Get it and circulate it. It is 
free. 

Find Lower Prices. 

Lower prices, smaller margins of 
profit, more efficient business methods 
and other practices beneficial to the 
consumer-owner are reported as a 
result of this survey. 

With the application of efficient 
business methods and the education 
of the farmer to a clear understanding 
of the functions of co-operative 
stores, gay the authors of the bulletin, 
American co-operative stores may be 
made successful. Instances are cited 
or unusual savings and large divi- 
dends to members of various associa- 
tions. Such associations procure cap- 
able managers, it is pointed out, by 
paying adequate salaries; take ad- 
vantage of large scale purchasing and 
cash discounts; maintain proper ac- 
counts and cost records; and watch 
stock turnovers. The co-operative 
. store in general, it is pointed out, has 
very great possibilities in this coun- 
try if the farmer can be made to 
understand this necessary relation' of 
efficiency to financial success. 

Need Good Leadership. - 

The more general, underlying con- 
ditions which investigations indicated 
should be present if a co-operative 
store is to be successful are: (1) good 
leadership among the members and 
prospective members, (2) capable 
management, (3) favorable environ- 
ment, with regard both to physical 
location and to social or occupational 
affiliations, and (4) adequate legal 
safeguards. The leadership should not 
be confined to one individual, the sev- 
ering of whose connection with the 
enterprise might prove disastrous, but 
should consist in an efficient organ- 
ization in which a group of leaders 
takes part. Only a man of good gen- 
eral business ability should be placed 
in active management of the store. 
The securing of such a man will in- 
volve the payment of a higher salary 
than is paid by most of the stores in- 
vestigated. The average salary of 
the manager for the enterprises re- 
porting was $106 a month. 

In some of the most successful co- 
operative stores investigated the 
common employment of many of the 
residents of the community or their 
common membership in social, frater- 
nal., or religious associations was an 
important factor making for success. 
Laws granting special privileges and 
creating special safeguards for co- 
operative associations now exist in 30 
States. Persons contemplating the or- 
ganization of co-operative stores are 
urged by the Department's specialists 
to consider carefully all these factors 
before taking definite steps. 



COAL BARONS' LAMENT. 

Washington. — Even a holiday is 
begrudged to its wage slaves by the 
Coal Trust — a holiday taken at a 
total expense in wages to the slaves 
of $500,000. This is the burden of an 
oily kind of half-lying statement 
issued by the "Anthracite Bureau of 
Information", and sent to the cap- 
italistic newspapers. 

Here is part of this statement. Note 
the solicitude of the Coal Trust for 
the public whom it exploits equally 
with the workers. And note, further, 
that the real reason the Coal Trust 
regrets the shut-down is because it 
loses money from the labor of its 
slaves. 

Here is the lament: 

'The urgent need for coal, both 
anthracite and bituminous, at the 
present time is widespread and so 
acute in some sections that a species 
of panic exists lest consumers may be 
found entirely without fuel with 
which to withstand the winter's cold. 
The operators have been endeavoring 
to their utmost to relieve the situa- 
tion, but have been seriously hamper- 
ed, not only by the serious shortage 
of labor in the field, but by the in- 
difference of the miners to the exigen- 
cies of the situation. 

"©ne of the most flagrant instances 
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of this and of the violation of the con- 
tract with the operators is the ob- 
servation of "Mitchell Day" on Mon- 
day, October 30th. This "holiday" 
happened this year to fall on Sunday, 
the 29th, but by order of the Union 
officials the mine-workers were "offi- 
cially notified to observe Monday, 
October 30th, 1916, as a holiday, by 
remaining away from work". By this 
action practically all of the collieries 
in the region were shut down and the 
public was deprived of from 250,000 
to 300,000 tons of sorely needed coal. 
The loss to the miners in wages was 
in the neighborhood of $500,000. 

"Nor iSjthis all. Wednesday, Nov- 
ember 1, is All Saints' Day, and most 
of the collieries will be idle in ob- 
servance of that day. Next week 
election day will mean another shut- 
down, and still another suspension 
will be caused by the celebration of 
the Greek Catholic All Saints' Day, 
which is fixed by the Greek calendar. 
In addition to these interruptions, 
button strikes continue to be an ir- 
ritating cause of restricted produc- 
tion. One mine, employing about 800 
men, of the Tomplo Coal Company of 
Scranton had been idle for six weeks 
on account of a button strike. The 
Nesquehoning Colliery of the Lehigh 
Coal & Navigation Company was 
thrown idle from the same cause on 
Monday, Oct. 23, followed by the 
Tamaqua Colliery of the same com- 
pany on October 28th. The idleness at 
Nesquehoning has deprived the public 
of 3,500 tons of coal a day, and the 
miners of between $6,000 and $6,500 
a day in wages. 

And still the Coal Trust coins mil- 
lions! It is said that this wail is being 
sent out to pave the way for another 
boost in the i>rice of coal. 



Max Eastman On The Election. 

To the Editor: A good deal of 
publicity has been given to a state- 
ment I gave the Woodrow Wilson In- 
dependent League that I would rather 
see Wilson elected than Hughes. This 
is a statement to which most Social- 
ists would subscribe, and has been 
expressed in effect by the Socialist 
candidate himself. Nevertheless it 
has given rise to an impression that 
I am going to vote for Wilson and I 
request an opportunity in your col- 
umns to correct that impression. I 
am going to vote the Socialist ticket. 

It is my habit to criticize the Soc- 
ialist Party so harshly that, altho I 
am a member I have never been held 
very close to its bosom. But I criticize 
it from the inside. And if ever I 
have to criticize it from the outside, it 
will not be because I have been led 
away from the working-class struggle 
by the lure of capitalistic benevolent 
reform; it will be because I think the 
Socialist Party itself has ceased to be, 
or to hold a possibility of becoming, 
a genuine political instrument of the 
working-class. — MAX EASTMAN, 
Editor, The Masses. 



No great cause triumphed without 
leaders. Leaders must be trained. The 
Rand School of New York offers the 
training and The American Socialist 
will make it possible for someone to 
fit himself for a leader of Socialism. 



The Prohibitionists claim they 
doubled their 1912 vote. We take our 
hat off to the "drys". They at least 
have an issue, which is more than 
the Republicans and Democrats have. 



Colored Cartoons 



NEW EDITION — NEW PICTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walker's best 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5x13 »/i inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
.352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

IS'eTV Adventures 
of Henry I>ixto!> 

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors. 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies 10c postpaid 

25 copies $2.00 postpaid 

lOOcebies... $6.50 express paid 
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The Campaign Is Over — 
Begin The Campaign ! 

By CARL D. THOMPSON. 

THE CAMPAIGN of 1916 is over. The campaign of 1920 has begun. 
Whatever the final results — and without waiting to get them^-* 
I, for one, have already begun the campaign of 1920. Every live 
and steadfast Socialist, I presume has done the same. Our campaign 
never ends.* 

It is too early, of course, to know definitely the results of the 
election so far as the Socialist vote is concerned. The capitalist agencies 
for the collection of the news do not give us the Socialist returns to any 
extent, and we shall have to wait until we, have been able to gather 
the returns more slowly and carefully thru our own channels. 

Early reports make it appear that the Socialist vote is not as large 
as was expected, but we must not be hasty in judging from early 
reports. When the final returns are all in the Party will give a good 
account of itself. 

* * * * 

SOCIALIST TIDE HELD BACK. 

THE INTENSITY of the presidential contest between Wilson and 
Hughes has undoubtedly had a great effect in holding back the tide of 
Socialist sentiment in this campaign. Nevertheless there are many 
very encouraging indications. 

We have re-elected Meyer London to Congress in New York, which 
in itself is really a great victory in view of the strenuous efforts made 
everywhere to stampede the vote of all radicals either intothe Wilson 
or into the Hughes camp. 

We have carried the city of Minneapolis for the first time,, and with 
such a substantial majority that it is very likely to stay in. the Socialist 
column. Not only have we elected Thomas H. Van Lear as Mayor, but 
in addition two aldermen, a member of the School Board, and re-elected 
our members of the state legislature. 

In Milwaukee, we came again within a very few votes of electing 
the two candidates for Congress, elected the District Attorney, Winfred 
Zabel, two state senators and seven representatives. 

Thus Milwaukee has again demonstrated its ability to -stand the 
onslaught of a strenuous presidential campaign and hold its lines steady. 

:J: >{s )Je 

VICTORY IN VERMONT. 

IN VERMONT, for the first time, we have elected a representative 
to the state legislature — Comrade James Lawson from Barretown. 
This is a victory in an entirely new field. 

In California we have re-elected our two representatives to the 
state legislature— Comrades George W. Downing and Louis Stengler. 

In New York, besides electing Comrade London, we came within 
100 votes of electing Comrade Hillquit, which is certainjy a very en- 
couraging showing. We also have re-elected Comrade Shiplacoff and 
elected Comrade Whiteshorn to the state legislature. 

In Pennsylvania James H. Maurer has been re-elected to the state 
legislature. . , ^ ■ 

In the Debs district, we lacked 1,500 votes of putting Comrade Debs 
over the line. This, in view of all the circumstances, is another splendid 
showing. 

In Nevada, at last reports, Comrade Miller was running second 
with 12,000 mining camp votes yet to be heard from, which means that 

he may yet be declared elected. 

* * * * 

BIG VOTE IN OKLAHOMA. 

IN OKLAHOMA, while the vote was not quite as large as we had 
anticipated, we nevertheless have evidently polled an enormous vote. 
In several congressional districts we have pushed the vote up to a point 
very near to victory. # 

While in some directions our vote has decreased, in others it has 
shown a large increase, and there is reason to believe that the Party 
will at least hold its own. In view of the tremendous effect of the war 
psychology, the unprecedented campaigns that have been made by both 
the old parties, and all the other circumstances considered, the showing is 
evidently going to be very good when all the returns are in. 

FEW WORDS TO GERMAN WORKERS 

By ADOLPH DREIFUSS 
German^Translator-Secretary, Socialist Party. 

While it is too early to analyze the vote of the whole country in 
detail, there are two outstanding features that prove one lesson, namely, 
the failure of the doctrine of "punishing your enemies and rewarding 
your friends." without regard to higher principles, on a purely personal 
"good man" basis. . . .u 

Sam Gompers/torc to shreds his old tactics of "no politics in the 
unions". He advocated Wilson's re-election; he sent out circulars to 
every local union verging them to officially support Wilson, because he 
thought Wilson "the best man" for labor. Result: Illinois, even the city 
of Chicago, New York State, Pennsylvania and other unionized states 
went republican, with big majorities for Hughes. c * . 

The bourgeois Germans yelled their heads off for Hughes as their 
"best man". No one noticed them. The many German-American voters 
could either not be "delivered" or were offset by others. 

Had labor carried on a political struggle of principle, instead of 
being the tail for pome "good man", had it stood for the only true labor 
party we have, the Socialist Party, we would have elected more Socialist 
representatives. The capitalists and their administration would stand up 
and take notice, and— to paraphrase the words of old Bismarck, who 
knew what he was saying — would to some extent recognize the wishes 
and demands of the people, FOR FEAR OF SOCIALISM. - 

Had the Germans, especially the German workmgmen, understood 
true neutrality— the German bourgeois never was neutral, he takes 
money from the Germans -and allies alike— he would have voted toe 
Socialist ticket in order to increase the power and strength of the only 
anti-militaristic, truly neutral Socialist Party. , m 

Both of these elements have now received what was coming to them. 
Everyone can see their lack of influence. They made themselves ridicul- 
ous and will be treated accordingly. . . . 

Will they wake up? Will they, in the future, stand for principles 
rather than good men? That remains to be seen. 



PRACTICAL TALKS 
TO THE Y. P. S. L. 

By WM. F. KRUSE 
National Secretary Y. P. S. L. 



"YOURS FOR COMRADESHIP." 

The words at the heading of this 
article are quite familiar to all mem- 
bers of the Y. P. S. L. Many of them 
use it as a complimentary closing of 
all their letters, so accustomed have J j 
they become to it that they need be J 
very careful not to use it even when ! 
writing an application for employ- 1 
ment. But do these words really mean 
anything concrete to the average 
Yipsel ? 

"Comradeship" has been well defin- 
ed as "the cement that holds the 
league together". That is a good de- 
finition and one well worth remember- 
ing. But- there is good cement and 
poor cement. What brand do you use 
in your league? 



Be There With The Boosts. 

It is hard to agree on a definition 
that will be acceptable^ to all and 
under all conditions. It is harder still 
to lay down any hard and fast pre- 
cepts for a real good "Comrade". I 
tried once to answer the question, 
"How to be a good comrade", as fol- 
lows: "Whoever you are, and where- 
ever you are, whenever you get a 
chance to give a little boost, a help- 
ing hand, — remember your comrade. " 

We don't get so very many chances 
to give a helping hand, but we ought 
to use those that we do get for the 
benefit of our movement. When we 
are asked to recommend someone for 
the place we have just been promoted 
from— let us 'remember our com- 
rade, The Y. P. S. L. member or other 
Socialist should always have the 
preferen^t. When we get a chance 
to give a fellow member of our 
movement a tip *Jhat, while it means 
no profit to us in letting slide, will 
mean more happiness for him— then 
'remember the comrade'. This then 



is the crux of the whole teaching- 
remember your own comrades. 

Our aim should be- to give joyous 
work to the hale and hearty, to bring 
comfort to the sick and weary, and 
honor even to our dead. Other frater- 
nal organizations do it and prosper 
because of their action — the socialist 
movement is the greatest fraternal 
organization on the face of the earth, 
it has the broadest and most humane 
aim ever dreamed of, yet the dearth 
of real comradeship is deplorable. 
The Yipsels are departing a little 
way from the beaten path in this 
respect, and it is well that they do so. 
Must "Mean Something Vital. 

Comradeship must mean something 
vital to us all. I do not advocate a 
gushy sentimentalism for our Yipsel 
movement, but there should be a 
feeling that the firm handclasp of our 
brotherhood means something worth 
crossing the street to execute. It 
should mean mutual aid and com- 
radery alike in times of sunshine and 
of sorrow. \ 

When a fellow is in tip-top condi- 
tion, full of vigor and with an appe- 
tite like a horse, he is very apt to 
scoff openly at what he calls con- 
temptuously, "Sunshine work". But 
let him, be really down under the 
weather, confined to the hospital or 
home by accident or serious illness, 
then a visiting committee of Yipsel 
lassies bearing gifts of fruit, and 
flowers is more than welcome. Cir- 
cumstances alter cases. And, should 
the pen of the grim old reaper strike 
a name from off our membership roll, 
the departed member should carry the 
blessings of comradeship along with 
him even irr death. In offering Yipsel 
funeral honors in the form of visitors, 
flowers , pall-bearers, or whatever 
form your sympathy may take you 
are doing the cold clay of what was 
your member no good, to be sure, but 
you are driving home in the minds 
and hearts of those who remain your 
living members the awe-inspiring 
lesson of real comradeship. 

It is the little things in life that 
make the fight worth while, and the 
little pleasures to be garnered like, 
violets by the wayside that keep hope 
steadfast in our breasts. Our move- 
ment is great, to be sure, but when 
we coi?le .to examine it real closely we 
will soon find that it is only the little 
acts of love and loyalty on the part 
of our every-day comrades that keep 
us in the path of progress. So in 
conclusion of this last article of this 
"Practical Talks to Yipsels" series, 
I would urge upon all young social- 
ists this maxim: "If you would have 
your movement rise to a point where 
it -is really BIG, take care, day by day, 
of the little things." 

Do The Little Things. ' 

Instruct one of your officers, the 
organizer generally, to keep an eye 
over your members, and if there is 
ever any little thing: that can be done 
to gladden the heart of any individual 
one, let that thing be done. A smile 
.brought to the face of an ailing com- 
rade, or the proof of appreciation 
brought home by the league to _ a 
YipsePs bereaved parents is as praise- 
worthy as a great successfully con- 
ducted mass meeting. v It is oetter for 
your league too, in the long run, for 
it will implant in the breast of every 
member the seed of loving -and loyal 
comradeship that nothing ii\ all their 
days can ever uproot. 

Take care of the little things and 
you will succeed in the great. 

VOICES BEST IDEALS. 

We are familiar with the state- 
ment of Jefferson that, a3 between 
government without newspapers and 
newspapers without government, he 
would choose the latter. As a demo- 
crat, Jefferson knew that correct pub- 
lic judgments could not be reached 
without knowledge of the facts. Yet 
the American people, when they are 
making up their political opinions, 
never have .an adequate knowledge 
of the facts'. They read newspapers,* 
but the newspapers they read refuse! 
to tell them the things they need to. 
know. If the newspapers of America 
were this year to tell the truth as to 
the things for which the Socialist 
Party stands Socialism would sweep 
the country. At a time of particular 
national danger, the Socialist Party 
alone among political parties has 
taken the correct position. It has 
voiced and is voicing the best of 
American ideals, Nothing can prevent 
the Socialist Party this year from 
polling an enormous vote, and with 
the prestige thus gained it will be 
in a position, four years hence, to go 
into the campaign with the announced 
intention of sweeping the nation in 
1920. — Allan L. Benson, in Pearson's 
Magazine. 

• ^ . 

It looks as tho 7a President might 
be elected by less than half of the 
popular vote. If you voted with the 
majority and saw the minority tri- 
umph over you, would you still sing 
of the sacredness of our U. S. Con- 
stitution ? Yes you would, if you were 
a goo^ old party "man. . 



Y0UH0 PEOPLE'S DEPL 

Organisation — Edtacattut — Solidarity. 



WILLIAM ST. KRUSE ... 2>2rector,} 

To reach the nation's yoatn* with the 
message of Socialism and to "bring them 
into the organised Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Yonng People's Depi* 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Y. P. S. L. Defense Fund. 

Seattle, Wash $2.00 

Toledo, Ohio 8.00 

Englewood, Chicago ^ . . . 2.00 

Rock Island, 111 ...«_.. 1.00 

Watertown, N. Y. .' 6.00 

West Side, Chicago 1.00 

Peoria, 111. 1.00 

Bronx No. 1, N. Y 2.00 

Washington, D. C. (J) ; 4.75 

Rochester, N. Y 8.00 

Start A News Letter. 

One of the best means of keeping up Inter- 
est in the league and its doings is to con- 
stantly keep on telling your members what 
it is doing and going to do, and why it is 
doing it. The Cleveland (English) League 
uses a news-letter, a Bort of mimeographed 
newspaper which is distributed to all of the 
members. It is called "The New Dawn". That 
is because some of its/ sweet compliments 
remind one of tue cold grey dawn of the 
morning after. It contains nrore truth than 
poetry. The reason for this is probably be- 
cause its editor is just a blarsted thinker like 
myself — and who *ver heard of a thinker writ- 
ing poetry? The paper hits hard, but the 
editor claims he does not like to knock. It 
is some satisfaction in getting your corns 
stepped on by some gink who does not liko 
to do it. One of his choice sayings is "Please 
buy an alarm clock so that we won't have 
to buy a uledge". 

But they claim that it does the work. It 
wakes up the members and gets them around 
to meetings. And they BUggest that all leagues 
d> the same. It is not so deadly as it might 
seem for the editor has outlived three issues 
already. * All leagues who run a news-letter 



By Max 8. Hayes. 



HAT of government owner- 
ship of railways and coal 
mines now? 
Is the principle still too socialistic 
and impractical to warrant serious 
consideration? * . 

Perhaps then it is more practical 
to pay $7 and $8 a ton for soft coal 
and $10 for anthracite, or just about 
doubJt: the price of a few days ago, 
and fourfold more than the outside 
cost of production. 

The railroad corporations have 
again proven their gross incom- 
petency to conduct the transportation 
business in the interests of the people. 
Their conception of their duty to 
the public is to pile, on all the traffic 
will bear and "the public be damned," 
as old Vanderbflt put it years ago. 

»Rather than being "too radical" and 
voting and demanding that the gov- 
ernment nationalize the railways, as 
has been done in other countries, the 
American wise guys prefer to haye 
their minds diverted by a lot Sf 
patriotic bunk mouthed by plutocratic 
politicians and take chances of freez- 
ing and going hungry. 
Wouldn't it make a cat laugh! 
* * • • 

IT' IS cabled to Europe that the 
Labor party in Australia has decided 
to expel Prime Minister Hughes be- 
cause of his advocacy of conscription. 
It is iprobable that such action is fav- 
ored by the executive officials of the 
Labor party, for no mention is made 
in the latest Australian papers re- 
ceived here of proceedings being in- 
stituted against Hughes in the reg- 
ular way. A brief cable stated that 
Hughes made the announcement that 
an attempt has been made by some 
individual to assassinate him in his 
home. No further details are given. 
The feeling is runnig high in Austra- 
lia because of Hughes' injection of 
the conscription issue after his return 
from England, and if the Labor party 
is not split it will only have been 
saved from such a fate by something 
akin to the miraculous, 
» * * * 

HUNDREDS of workingmen, in- 
cluding all prominent trade union and 
Socialist officials, have been arrested 
in Lisbon and Oporto, Portugal, as 
an outcome of "riotous demonstra- 
tions" against militarism and the 
decision of the ruling class to plunge 
the country into war. The command- 
ing general has announced that on 
account of the. gravity of the situation 
at hd*me no troops will be sent into 
France or any other war front until 
at least two divisions of loyal troops 
have been formed to preserve law 
arid order in Portugal. It/is threaten- 
ed to spread the demonstrations to 
every section of the country and start 
a revolution if possible if the govern- 



The 1920 Campaign Is On 

Open the campaign of 1920 in fitting style. Give the 
plutes to understand that eveii tho they won out by a lavish 
expenditure of money, we too have some victories to record 
and that we have opened a new attack on Fort Capitalism. 
Let them understand that our attack is incessant and will be 
kept up until the last vestige of Capitalism is wiped out. 

Each one can fire a shot into the enemy's camp by order- 
ing and distributing a bundle of the two-page leaflets to be 
issued each month. These leaflets should go to every city, 
town and cross road in this country. The price is within 
the reach of everyone. Sixty cents per thousand prepaid. 
Send in your order today for the number you want each 
month. Watch for; further announcement in The American 
Socialist. Address The Socialist Party, 803 Madison St., 
Chicago, 111. 



like this, or who want suggestions, are In- 
vited to correspond with ye Hon. Ed. — John 
Steinke, 1460 E. 118th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Here's A Program. 

A lot of leagues wonder sometimes what 
a real program looks like. .Here is one that 
is being put into operation by the Rochester 
N. Y. League: Sunday, Nov. 19th (evening) 
Lecture on "Music", illustrated by vocal and 
instrumental selections; this is to be an affair 
of "real class". Nov. 22nd, Soap Box Night. 
Nov. 15, Lecture by Dr. David Wollin, "Set 
Hygiene". Dec. 2nd, THE" big dance. Dec. 3rd. 
propaganda lecture by Robert Wark, National 
Organizer Y. P. S. L. There ,are a lot of 
things that can be done, if ony we want hard 
er.ouKh 'to do them. 

Not to be much outdone, the Detroit League 
is working hard in its own way. Friday, Nov. 
17th, will be an opening Ball, and a special 
dance is planned for every Saturday night. 
They are also starting a class in Socialism. 
Yet (and this is supposed to be a secret) busy 
as are the other departments of the league 
activity, the Matrimonial Department is out- 
stripping them all. Sssh ! 

'Organization Notes. 

Two new leagues have been formed In New 
York State, one at Utica and the other in 
Scotia, Schenectady "County. They have been 
referred to the State Secretary for their 
charters, and give every indication of success- 
ful progress.- 

ThV Leagues of Allegheny County, Pitts- 
burgh, have recently held a very Buccessful 
county convention where much business was 
transacted, and much supper was consumed 
in between sessions. The reason for this is 
found in the good cooks that are to be found 
among the McKeesport girls. This convention 
was open to the general membership of the 
county. One of the most important things that 
they did was to raise the county dues from 
Be to 7c per stamp in order to provide a fund 
for the entertainment of the next State Con- 
vention, which is to be. held in Pittsburgh. 
Warjk Lecture Tour. ^ 

The ftinary of the Wark Lecture Tour thus 
far mapped' out is as follows: Utica, Nov. 
27,. Jamestown, Dec. 2, Rochester, Dec. 3, 
WatertoWn. i^ec. 10. 

There are ata a few dates left for up-state 
New. Yprk -citMkpnd those wanting dates can 
get them by . asftring. at the Young People's 
Dept. National we. 

OFFKML BUSINESS. 

Y. P. S. L. Constitutional Amendment. 

To change Art. VI. Sec, 1 to read: — 

"A National Secretary of the Young 
People's Socialist League who shall also serve 
as Director of the Young People's Department 
of the Socialist Party, shall be nominated 
by the leagues. Each league shall be entitled 
to submit its nominations together with a 
statement and evidence of the 'qualifications 
oi their nominee, as well as a statement of 
his acceptance. The National Executive Com- 
mittee of the Socialist . Party Bhall select 
two or more nominees who in t,heir Judge- 
ment are qualified for the position. These 
names shall be submitted, to a referendum 
vote of the league membership. 
_ To insert Section 2: — 

"The term of office of the National Secre- 
tary shall be two years. Nominations are to 
be offered in time for election in January 
of odd-numbered years and the secretary-elect 
is to take office on the first of July follow- 
ing." 

Section is to be mad section 3, and stand 
as at present. 

Submitted by the State Federation, Y. P. 
S. L. of New York. 

Submitted in eccordance^ 
Nat'l. Const., for the a«£on< 
State Committees or ; Of eirj 
10 per cent of our entire 

Time for seconds expires 



ment does not recede 
program. 



from its war 




THE Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway, whose officials have an- 
nounced that they will defy the Ad- 
amson law and test it in the courts 
on the ground that it is ^ a ruinous 
confiscation of property, has just 
issued its annual report for the figcal 
year 1916. 

The gross earnings were $133,762,- 
392,* an increase of $16,096,804 over 
1915. The railroad earned a net sur- 
plus of $32,579,735 for its $214,312,- 
500 worth of common stocky equival- 
ent to 12.30 per cent of the stock is- 
sue. (The common stock of railroad? 
generally represents 'watered stock.') 
The net earnings amounted to $50,- 
031,432 the last fiscal year, while in 
1915 they were $8,457,398 less. 

The army of workers on the Santa 
Fe earned this huge surplus — not the 
stockholders. But the workers are 
to receive nothing while the parasites 
get it all. 

* * * * 

BY A vote of 12,915 to 11,592 th© 
United Mine Workers of Illinois have 
voted to hold a special State conven- 
tion to investigate charges against 
President Frank Farrington of using 
his position to secure the election of 
Frank L. Smith, Republican candi- 
date for Governor. It is said some 
sensational testimony will be placed 
before the special convention. 

* * * * ... ?~' ■ 

KANSAS Employes' Association 
has sent out a call for better organ- 
ization of the capitalistic interests of 
the State to defeat the attempts that 
will be made at the forthcoming ses- 
sion of the- Legislature by "labor 
agitators" to secure the passage of 
favorable laws. 

• m * * • 

AMALGAMATION of nation unions 
as well as closer federation seems to 
be going forward despite the war in 
Great Britain. The latest merger con- 
templated is that of the dockers and 
general laborers. The dockers number 
45,000 .and the laborers 132,000. 
» * • » 

ILLINOIS State Federation of 
Labor Tias voted to investigate the 
matter of building- a general head- 
quarters at Springfield. 

* * * * 

S and other workers in 'Illi- 
operate 21 cofoperative re- 

and have" materially 
-high costjof living* 



